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Why the U.S.? 

When my husband received a relocation offer to the U.S., I was in the middle of the 

first year of my MBA studies at Recanati. I knew that if I would have postponed my 

studies (and graduation) in a few years, it would be much harder to complete it within 

a decent time frame. I didn’t know how many years we would spend in the States, 

and wasn’t even sure I would have the opportunity of getting back to school after so 

many years. After giving it a long and hard thought, I figured the best solution would 

be trying to complete my MBA studies within one year, instead of two. Indeed, this 

was a great challenge I took upon myself, especially since I was working full-time as 

a Business Development Consultant at Deloitte (what was I thinking?), but I knew I 

would succeed if I only put my mind to it. Once I realized the relocation was getting 

nearer and nearer, it was obvious that I would have to go on an exchange program in 

the States, if I wanted to stay physically close to my husband. In retrospect, this 

“accident” that almost never happened, was, by far, one of the best experiences of 

my life! 

 

 



Why Fuqua? 

When I signed up for the MBA exchange program at Duke University, I knew I would 

have a great academic experience. Fuqua Business School is ranked by Bloomberg 

Businessweek as one of the top 10 Full time MBAs in the U.S. In addition, Fuqua’s 

faculty are known to be academic thought leaders and excellent teachers, and 30% 

of their graduates work in the consulting industry. Last but not least, the school is 

known for its “Team Fuqua” spirit of authentic engagement, supportive ambition, 

collective diversity, impactful stewardship, loyal community and uncompromising 

integrity. This made the decision-making process very easy. I was looking forward to 

taking some basic but necessary courses about the American business market and it 

was clear to me that Fuqua would be an important milestone in achieving my career 

goals. 

 

Durham, North Carolina 

Durham is known for its Southern traditional hospitality and breathtaking scenery. 

The university is actually located in the middle of the woods and I prepared myself for 

some relaxation time, taking long walks at Duke Forest. Luckily, it was nothing like 

that! 

 

Accommodations 

Unfortunately, there are no on-campus dormitory options for MBA exchange students 

at Duke. Since I came for only one term, I couldn’t find any short period leasing 

solution, and chose to stay at Brookwood Inn hotel, which is located about 5-10 min. 

driving distance from Fuqua. The hotel suited my every need, as it had a restaurant, 

a gym, a laundry room and printing room, which are every student’s basic 

necessaries. Finally, Durham is relatively cheap so you needn’t worry too much 

about living expenses.  

 

Transportation 

The campus is divided into four main areas: West, East, and Central campuses and 

the Medical Center, which are all connected via a free bus service. I, personally, 

used my hotel’s complementary free shuttles, going back and forth to the university 

and to anywhere else within 3 miles away from the hotel. The shuttles leave every 

half an hour, from around 07:00AM till 21:00PM and one needs to sign up for them at 



the lobby about 30 minutes prior to departure. This was extremely useful, as you can 

imagine. 

 

The Social Aspect 

On my very first day at Fuqua, I met an amazing group of exchange students who 

became my close friends. Not only was I exposed to the American culture, but also to 

the cultures of all other exchange students. We got to celebrate Diwali - the Indian 

festival of lights, got together for some Argentinian asado, celebrated the Finnish 

Independence day, and many more. We also went to the Blue Devils basketball 

games (Let’s go Devils!), went all out on Halloween and got dressed up for Fuqua’s 

prom. We also participated in the faculty’s social events, such as Fuqua’s Got Talent, 

Fuqua Vision, cookie contests and others.  

 

Other aspects 

Luckily, I had a refrigerator and a microwave in my hotel room so I usually did my 

grocery shopping close by and dined out with friends only a few times. There’s also a 

cafeteria at Fuqua and even a bigger one next to the University’s chapel, which is 

about a 10 min. walking distance from the faculty.  

 

To sum up 

Fuqua is highly recommended for those of you who wish to meet new people from 

different cultures and to perfect their teamwork skills. Durham is a very hospitable 

place and you’ll feel at home in no time!  

Conclusions? I have just the one: pity I can’t do it all over again! 

 

For more information, please feel free to contact me at: morgalia1@gmail.com 
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